By George Lardner Jr. 

Washington Post StaifI Writer 

Del. Walter E. Fau'ntroy (D-D.C.) 
has said the House Assassinations 
Committee may investigate some of 
the reporters assigned to cover the in- 
quiry. ; 

Indicating that he would strongly 
support such a. probe, Eauiitroy said 
in remarks taped for broadcast today 
on “America’s Black Forum” (WIVJAL- 
TV) that he was^iespeoiaj|^^ “annoyed” 
at certain membbra^bShe press for 
stories suggesting that the committee 
has come up with nothing new thus 
far in. its investigations of the mur- 
ders of President Kennedy and the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 

T^he chairman of the subcommittee 
investigating the King assassination, 
Faun troy did not name the “few” 
pfd, but % e 



oliters 



CIA agents engaged in some sort of 
conspiracy to undermine the commit- 
tee with unfavorable publicity. 

/ “That’s a possibhity, let me say 
that,” Fauntroy decided. ^*That's not 
beyond the realm of possibility, and 
certainly knowing as we kmpw that 
there are agents, who are journalists 
and who write to shape public opin- 
ion, I don^t dismiss that.” 

In case, he predicted that the 
“activities” of certain reporters who. 
had- written (uitical stoiiek 
committee win be subjected to con- 
gressional investigation. 

“ . . ^ I'm annoyed,” Fauntroy said, 

■ That certain members of the press, 
not many, but a few whose 4Ctmties are 
going to be the suhjed, I tldnt 
mately of some of our inquiries — have 
suggested that we’re coming up with 


media investigation he -was talking 
about, Fauntroy replied that there are 
“certain members of the jress who’ve 
been writing^ about the assassination 
for years and who have surfaced in 
the commentary on our activities now 
and have been successful, I think, in 
shifting the focus of the American 
people from the subs^fance of what we 
are investigating to what I cab side- 
show issu^” 

A similihbheme has beeja voiced re- 
peatedly recent weeks by Mark 
Lane, the ubiquitous critic of past as- 
sassinations investigations and direc- 
tor of the Citizens. Commission of In- 
quiry who worked closely with Faun- 
troy last yeai' in lobbying for House 
approval of the Kennedy and King 
probes. 
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cently. Lane singled out for criticism 
this reporter and Jeremiah O’Leary of 
The Washington Star and David Bum- 
ham of The New York Times. 

Created last September largely as 
the result of a determined effort by 
Fauntroy and the Congressional Black 
Caucus, the committee soon became 
mired in controversies over its pro- 
posed budget, its prospective investi- 
gating techniques and its foraier chief 
counsel, Richard A. Sprague, but it fi- 
nally won House approval last month 
to continue the investigations. It is 
now seeking to nail down a $2.5 mil- 
lion budget to cany the inquiries 
through the rest of the year. 

Committee members, meanwhile, 
have been frequently inclined to deny 
any shortcomings and, instead, to 
blame many of their problems on the 
press. 

Asked just what reporters he was 


talking about on “America's Black Fo- 
rum,” Fauntroy did not answer di- 
rectly. 

“It’s hard to say,” he insisted. “I can 
only indicate that former ClA direc- 
tor William Colby identified in 1073 
some 40 CIA agents who are paid 
journalists.” 

Black Forum moderator Glen Ford 
reminded Fauntroy that “the CIA 
claims that it no longer has journal- 
ists in its employ. You don’t believe 
that?” 

Fauntroy: “I don’t know.” 

Ford: “You clearly don’t believe 
that. You just said that you know that 
there are journalists— agents who are 
journalists.” 

Fauntroy: “I don’t know that there 
are agents. I don’t know that they’re 
not agents. I’m going to find out.” 

Insisting at another point in the in- 
terview that the committee has “come 
up with a great deal of [new] informa- 


tion,” Fauntroy cited information re- 
layed to the committee recently by 
Rep. Gene Snyder (R-Ky.). 

Fauntroy described the report as 
one from a police officer in Snyder’s 
district identifying three f!bI agents 
“who offered him, on two occasions, 
$500,000 to kill Martin Luther King 
Jr.” 

“Well, that’s a new lead by any- 
body’s terminology,” Fauntroy de- 
clared, adding later that he wanted to 
know “if, in fact, there were people 
offering $500,000 to kill Br. King in 


1968. Because if they’re out there 
then, they’re out there now.” 

Actually, the offer was supposed to 
have been made, not in 1068, the year 
King was killed, but in September of 
1965, some 2% years earlier. 

“In no way was it relevant,” says 
Harold Weisberg, another longtime 
critic of the assassinations probes and 
an investigator for James Earl Ray, 
who is now serving a 99-year prison 
term for King’s murder.' 

- Weisberg spoke with the retired po- 
lice officer in question in 1975 and dis- 


missed the account then. The officer 
had been suspected of being a mem- 
ber of a dynamite ring operating out 
of Bowling Green, Ky., when the offer 
was supposedly made by a Louisville, 
Ky., police plant' 

“Assume everything he (the officer) 
said was true,” adds James Lesar, who 
has been Ray’s lawyer. “It’s clear the 


police were offering him ttis money 
because they think he’s pailt of a dj^- 
namite bomb ring. They're trying"d;o 
set him up, trying to en[rap himJ 
What more do you need to know? (3an 
anyone believe, assuming $500, 000 was 
available in XS65 to kill King, that it 
would have taken 2 V 2 years to get the 
deed done?” , " . 
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